
JOHNBREAUX ~ 

LOUISIANA 

DEMOCRATIC 
CHIEF DEPUTY WHIP 

COMMITTEES Bnited States Senate 
COMMERCE SCIENCE, AND WASHINGTON, DC 20510-1803 

TRANSPORTATION 
FINANCE EX P A S T  prl A?-F FljJED 

ORlGIw 
RULES AND ADMINISTRATION 

SPEUAL COMMllTEE ON AGING 
n - m w ~ w n  

(rn) 224-4823 

renmw%bre.u% s e n m  QOV 
http I& sonale gwl-braau* 

- __ _._ wAw”c.o*DIE. ~ 

TDD I1021 224-lly)6 May 12,2004 

~- 

. .  

m-1 m ~ ~ ~ n i c a # o n ~  Commission 
Congressional Liaison Specialist 
Federal Communications Coxmission 
445 12” Street SW, Room 8-C453 . 

Office of the Secretaty 

Washington, D.C. 20554 

STATE OFFICES 

2237 SoumAuauTu*mr*.Sum802 
&IC* Raror LA 701108 

12251 248-0104 

U.S. FEmw camaua BuD.lG 
BM) b F 4 m  Smrr sum 1- 

b*m. LA70501 
(3371 26261171 

Dear Ms. Atkinson: 

I have been sent a copy of a letter ffom the New Orleans Fire Fighters 
Association regarding a “Consensus PW’ currently before the Federal 
Communications Commission. 

Please give the views and concerns of the New Orleans Fire Fighters 
Association every appropriate consideration within federal guidelines. If there is any 
appropriate information you may provide that responds to its enclosed letter, it would 
be greatly appreciated. Your reply may be forwarded to the attention of Patrick 
McConnell m my Washington office. 

Thank you for your attention and assistance. 
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lntemotlonal Assoclatlon of Fire Fighters Greater New Orleans, AFLCIO 

Nicholas G. Feiton, Jr. 
President 

Wallace A. Boiley 
Executive Vlce Presklent 

E. J. Frederlcks, Jr. 
Flrst Vice President 

Darryl P. Klumpp 
Second Vice President 

Trustees: 
Michael C. Langston 
Kelth T. Noya 
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Phone: (504) 821 -2506 

Terrell P. Hampton 
Secretary-Treasurer 

February I O ,  2004 

Marlene H. Dortch, Secretary 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street, SW 
Washington, DC 20554 

Re: Support for the Consensus Plan for 800 MHz Realignment 
Ex Parte, WT Docket No. 02-55 

Dear Ms. Dortch: 

The New Orleans Fire Fighters Association members operates an 800 MHz 
trunked radio system providing critical public safety communications for fire 
and emergency personnel. We are actively following this vital proceeding for 
public safety and request that our views be considered; 

First responders in Louisiana and across the nation are increasingly at risk 
because their public safety radio communications are vulnerable to 
interference from cellular phones. As cellular usage increases, the risk of 
garbled or blocked police, fire and other public safety communications 
increases. First responders also urgently need’more 800 MHz spectrum to 
have “interoperable” communications among police and firefighters and 
among neighboring jurisdictions. Fortunately, a solution is available. 

The Federal Communications Commission has before it a ”Consensus Plan” 
that would address cellular/public safety radio interference problems and 
provide more of the spectrum that first responders urgently need for radio 
communications. We support the Consensus Plan along with the 
Association of Public-Safety Communications Officials-international, Inc.; the 
International Association of Fire Chiefs, Inc. and International Municipal 
Signal Association; the International Association of Chiefs of Police, the 
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Major Cities Chiefs Association; the Major County Sheriffs' Association; and the 
National Sheriffs' Association. The FCC must adopt the Consensus Plan expeditiously 
in its public safety spectrum rulemaking, WT Docket No. 02-55. 

The Consensus Plan offers the only real, near-term solution to existing public safety 
radio problems. The Plan provides a comprehensive solution that addresses 
interference to pubfic satety systems, ariocates aaaiiionai spedrum-fwpbiic s ar ery 
needs, provides private funding to compensate licensees that may need to relocate to 
new channels as the result of the Plan, and ensures that all affected licensees receive 
equivalent replacement spectrum as part of the spectrum swaps called for by the 
Consensus Plan. 

_ ~ _ _ _ _  ~ _ _  -~ 

Other proposals that have been made to the FCC fall far short and must be rejected. 
The UTC/cellular "plan" ignores the problems faced by public safety communicators 
and suggests that case-by-case, after-the-fact solutions could be found once 
interference manifests itself. Responding only after-the-fact to the problems affecting 
time-critical public safety services is not acceptable, since a single interference incident 
can jeopardize the lives of emergency personnel and the citizens they serve. 

Section 1 of the Communications Act of 1934, provides that the FCC is to "promote 
safety of life and property through the use of wire and radio communication." The 
Consensus Plan would greatly advance this vital objective. It has been over sixteen 
months since the FCC began its public safety spectrum proceeding and over one year 
since the Consensus Plan was submitted. Supporters of the Consensus Plan have 
recently addressed the remaining implementation details associated with the Plan. 
There is no reason for the FCC to postpone action any further. 

We urge the FCC to resolve the issues facing the public safety community expeditiously 
and adopt in full the terms of the Consensus Plan. 

Sincerely, 

Wd& 
Nicholas G. Felton, Jrl 
President 

cc Senator John Breaux 
Senator Mary Landrieu 
Representative Rodney Alexander 

Representative william Jefferson 
Representative Christopher John 
Representative James McCrery 
Representative W. J. "Billy" Tauzin 
Representative David Utter 

. Representative Richard Baker 


